The origins of the artificial cornea: Pellier de Quengsy and his contribution to the modern concept of keratoprosthesis.
There has been little recognition of the French ophthalmologist Guillaume Pellier de Quengsy and his contribution to the problem of artificial cornea (keratoprosthesis). This fact that he was the first to propose such a device was seldom acknowledged, and usually as a secondary reference. Based on the examination of original texts (1789), this study demonstrates that Pellier not only proposed an essentially correct keratoprosthesis, but also suggested a porous prosthetic skirt, a revolutionary concept which is currently fundamental to artificial cornea research.